






Watch out in Connecticut..
New Connecticut “hands-free” law not expected to affect radio amateurs (Oct 4, 2005) -- A Connecticut state law 
restricting the use of handheld mobile electronic devices while driving went into effect October 1. The new stat-
ute, Public Act 05-220, in general prohibits drivers from using “a hand-held mobile telephone to engage in a call” 
or from “using a mobile electronic device” while the vehicle is in motion. ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, 
W3KD, says he believes the new law was intended to apply principally to cellular telephones, but he concedes 
it’s not entirely clear that the new term “mobile electronic device” excludes Amateur Radio transceivers. Even so, 
Imlay said, “there is a good argument that they are, in fact, excluded.” The law defines a “mobile electronic de-

vice” as any hand-held or other portable electronic equipment capable of providing “data communication,” and 
cites text messaging as one example. Imlay says the new law could have done a better job of spelling out exactly what it applies to, 
however. “Most such statutes limit their applications to cellular phones and PCS, but this one seems to apply to video games, lap-
top computers, and possibly mobile radio transceivers,” he said “It is inartfully drafted, as many are.” He notes that a “mobile 
radio” simply is not a mobile telephone, but it could be construed to be a “mobile electronic device” under the law’s definitions. 
The new law does exempt equipment intended to provide emergency assistance for the operator. “Arguably, Amateur Radio 
equipment is in that category, according to Section 97.1 of the Commission’s rules,” he said. Additionally, mobile Amateur Radio 
transceivers are capable of providing navigation assistance to the operator of the vehicle. Imlay concludes, however, that it would 
be better to have a specific exemption for Amateur Radio equipment. Radio amateurs cited under the new statute are asked to 
contact John Hennessee, N1KB, at ARRL Headquarters, 860-594-0236.
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