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Upcoming Public 
Service Events: 

• Familial Dysautonomia 
Bike Tour de Foliage, Sun-
day, October 10th—Pace 
University, 6:30 AM 

• Jamboree on the Air 
(JOTA)/Boy Scouts of 
America and Thunderbird 
Games, Saturday, October 
16th — Croton Pt. Park, 
9:30 AM 

• Mamaroneck Turkey Trot, 
Sunday, November 21st, 
Harbor Island Park, 
Mam’k, 9AM (8AM meet 
@ McDonald’s) 

• “The Santa Claus          
Operation”, Blythdale 
Children’s Hospital,    
Tuesday, December 14th, 
Set-up@ 6PM, On the Air 
@ 7PM. 

• If you have an APRS setup, 
you are encouraged to 
bring it to events and 
events! Want to learn 
more about APRS? Please 
join for a public service 
event!  

Sandy Fried, N2SF SK 

October — December Events Calendar 
Sunday, October 10th—Familial Dysautonomia Bike Tour, 6:30 PM 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12th (WECA membership meeting, Westchester County Center, 7 PM 
Thursday, October 14th— WECA ARRL/VEC Session, Fire Training Center, 7PM 

Saturday, October 16th—JOTA / BSA & Thunderbird games, 9:30 AM 
Monday, October 25th—Columbia University VE Session, 6:30 PM 

Sunday, November 7th—Yonkers ARC, 8:30 AM 
Sunday, November 7th — New York City Marathon 

Thursday, November 11th— WECA ARRL/VEC Session, Fire Training Center, 7PM 
Monday, November 15th—Columbia University VE Session, 6:30 PM 
Sunday, November 21st — Mamaroneck Turkey Trot, 8 AM / 9 AM 

Thursday, November 9th— WECA ARRL/VEC Session, Fire Training Center, 7PM 
Sunday, December 5th, Yonkers ARC, 8:30 AM 

Tuesday, December 14th—”The Santa Claus Operation” @ Blythdale, 6 PM / 7 PM 
Please note: Hamfest and VEC information from the ARRL website, Hudson division. Many VEC sessions require 

a call-ahead. Would you like to see an event added to this calendar? Please e-mail wecagram@weca.org. 
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the world. Although the FCC 

database shows his most recent 

call sign as N2SF, he also held 

the call signs of W6GLM (1949), 

KP4BRY (1963), GM5ABN 

(1965), WB2HPW (1967). 

     Sandy enlisted in the navy as a 

young man with the beginning of 

World War II. He moved up 

through the ranks and retired 

with honors. After retirement he 

worked in the computer industry 

for a while until offered the   

opportunity to fill the position of 

Westchester County                 

Communications officer. Sandy 

remained in the position until he 

retired again for medical reasons.  

Sandy was an active involved 

WECA member, including      

positions on the WECA board. 

Sandy was interested in bringing 

new members into our hobby. He 

instructed amateur radio courses 

at the New Rochelle High School 

adult education program, bringing 

some of our WECA members 

into the hobby. He was an active 

“Elmer “ and oversaw our WECA 

VE program. Sandy was also  

active with SkyWarn and       

provided us with current weather 

conditions when it affected our 

area. All who participate in field 

day at Harbor Island with WECA 

will never forget N2SF or         

“N2 smelly feet.” 

    Sandy will be missed by his 

friends throughout the world. 

 

-Stan Rothman, WA2NRV 

It is with great sadness we report 

that our long time friend and 

WECA member Sanford (Sandy) 

Fried / N2SF became an "silent 

key" (SK)  on  September 13, 

2004.  Sandy was 75 years old 

and held an Amateur Radio  

license for over 55 years. He 

earned his Ham Radio ticket 

prior to joining the military, 

while also as a career member of 

the Navy and years later as a  

civilian holding call signs around 
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We’re on the web! 

www.weca.org 

Some possible origins of old radio terms.. 

“73” The first meaning of “73” 

was “My love to you”. Some years 

latter, The National Telegraphers 

Review changed the meaning to a 

sign of fraternalism between  

operators (88 then a loving 73) 

 

“Fist” Early spark transmitters 

showered the operator with 

sparks, so Macron’s key lever was 

lengthened and the padded end 

was beaten with the fist. 

 

“Roger” This was the Morse code 

word for the letter  “R” which 

meant received. Roger Wilco is 

translated to the modern day  

“received and will comply”. 

 

“Lid” This was an old railroad 

term, poor operators placed a lid 

of a Prince Albert tobacco tin onto 

the sounder so they could copy 

code easier. Hmmm, could that be 

where we get the term  

“Tin Ear” from? 

 

Any other ideas for possible     

origins of radio terms? 

 

Fran, N2OLU 

Upcoming WECA  

Membership     

meetings: 

October 12th — TUESDAY, 

7pm - Steve Mendelsohn, 

W2ML  — Amateur Radio and 

the New York City Marathon 

 

 

Get your official 
WECA wear! 

If you haven’t already, please 
consider getting your official 
WECA wear! They’re good to 
have for public service events, 
ARES/RACES events, and   
meetings! 

The following are the current 
prices for WECAwear items. 
For more information, please 
contact Grant, KC2FNU, or 
check out                        
http://www.weca.org/
wecawear_order_form.pdf 

Item Price 

Long Sleeve Polo  $ 20  

Short Sleeve Polo  $ 18 

Short Sleeve Dress Shirt  $ 24  

Long Sleeve Dress Shirt  $ 25  

WECA Cap  $ 10  

Firefighter workshirt  $ 50  

Work Jacket  $ 60  

Three-Season Jacket  $ 60  
Back printing on sup-
plied garment  $ 10 
 

Call Sign/WECA     
embroidery on a garment 
you provide $ 10 

“DX” This was an early telephone 

term for distant exchanges. 

 

“Mayday” This comes from a 

French word ( m’aidez ) meaning 

help me. 

 

“de” This comes from the French 

language and has the translation 

to “from” or “of”. 

 

“CQ” When the trans-Atlantic 

trade was equipped with wireless 

telegraphy, most of the operators 

were landline, railroad or post 

office telegraphers who went to 

sea. 

On land they used  “CQ” to  

attract all operators along a wire. 

Missed Field Day 2004? 
N2FXU, N2GDY, N2NWZ, 

N2OLU, N2QJQ, N2TFC, 

N2TJE, N2UXJ, N2WQG, 

N2YGK, W2JQS, W2QFR, 

WA2ATY, WA2KHR, 

WA2NRV, WA2UMP, WB2NTJ, 

WB2NHC and WB2VVS.  About 

32 family members visited on 

Saturday as well.  Special guest 

visitors included Commissioner 

Dr. Norm Jacknis from the 

County Of Westchester and a 

reporter from News Channel 12 – 

Robert Wolf joined in the       

activities. Another 30 or so people 

visited us on Sunday including NY 

State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer 

from Mamaroneck, so in total 

about 125 people visited the 2004 

WECA Field Day event. 

Questions or comments about 

Field Day? Please e-mail N2WQG. 

Thank you for a great 2004 Field 

Day – the contest score (almost 

tripled last year's score) and visitor 

attendance proved our success ! 

 

Approximately 45 W.E.C.A. 

members and their families          

attended Field Day 2004 on Satur-

day, June 26th.  Part of the event 

was to create a multi-purpose 

picture identification badge for 

operators and visitors which to-

taled about 80 visitors on Satur-

day. The following Ham radio 

operators had WECA Field Day 

2004 souvenir badges created: 

AB2FM, AE2F, K2LCA, K4ZGE, 

KB2APX, KC2ESU, KC2FNU, 

KC2FYZ, KC2FZV, KC2GWK, 

KC2KIV, KC2MFF, KC2MFG, 

KC2MHO, KC2MPD, KC2MPI, 

KC2MPK, KC2MVS, KD6ABD, 

KG4BFV, KM6IKE, N2CWV, 

N2DVQ, N2EYX, N2FMC, 
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Mark your            
calendars! 

Next member   
meeting —        
TUESDAY, October 
12th  

Steve Mendelsohn, 
W2ML, will discuss 
the role of Amateur 
Radio in the New 
York City Marathon 
(which is on       
Sunday, November 
7th, 2004). 

Please get             
involved! 

 

The social half hour 
starts at 7:00PM 
and Steve’s           
presentation        
begins at 7:30PM. 

Board meetings: 
October 25th—8PM 

November 22nd — 8PM 
December 27th — 8PM 

Fire Training Center 
4 Dana Road 

Valhalla, NY 10595 

Storm-weary Amateur Radio Volunteers Confront Hurricane’s Aftermath

(from the ARRL Letter, v23/n39) 

Amateur Radio this past week 

once again was part of a storm 

relief and recovery effort in the 

wake of Hurricane Jeanne--the 

fourth storm in six weeks to hit 

Florida. Jeanne made landfall 

9/25 some 5 miles southeast of 

Stuart--not far from where      

Hurricane Frances struck 9/5. 

Authorities blamed the storm--a 

Category 3 hurricane with 120 

MPH winds--for at least six deaths, 

and the state was declared a major 

disaster area. The Hurricane 

Watch Net (HWN) whose      

members tracked the storm up 

through the Caribbean--wrapped 

up three full days of                 

communication support 9/26. 

        After Frances denuded much 

of the region's vegetation, Jeanne 

came along and tore off roofs, 

then dumped heavy rain into the     

vulnerable houses and buildings. 

The storm disrupted conventional 

telecommunications and left some 

2.5 million homes without      

electrical power. 

    Over the storm's course, HWN 

members received reports    

throughout the northwestern   

Bahamas and eastern and central 

Florida. Many areas of the       

Bahamas also were still recovering 

from Hurricane Frances. As Marti 

Brown, KF4TRG/C6A, reported 

to the HWN: "Let me tell you that 

this storm was virtual hell." 

     During severe storms, the 

HWN works hand-in-hand with 

WX4NHC at the National      

Hurricane Center in Miami to 

gather ground-level weather data 

and damage reports from Amateur 

Radio volunteers in a storm's path. 

The net relays these to         

forecasters via WX4NHC, 

which regularly checks into the 

net and also disseminates 

weather updates. 

     Amateur Radio Emergency 

Service (ARES) volunteers were 

at the ready before Hurricane 

Jeanne arrived,   supplementing 

communication at emergency 

operations centers and shelters 

set up for evacuees. ARRL 

Southern Florida Section    

Emergency  coordinator Jim 

Goldsberry, KD4GR, said   

Indian River County appeared 

to be the hardest hit. ARES 

teams in Palm Beach, Martin, St 

Lucie, Brevard and Indian River 

counties also assisted American 

Red Cross and Salvation Army 

relief and damage assessment 

efforts.  

Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) 2004 is October 16 — 17 
(from the ARRL Letter, v23/n39) 

The 47th Jamboree On The Air 

(JOTA) takes place October 16-

17. Details on JOTA also appear 

in September QST, page 104. 

JOTA is an annual event in 

which Boy and Girl Scouts and 

Guides from all over the world 

speak to each other via Amateur 

Radio to share experiences and 

ideas. Since 1958, when the first 

Jamboree On The Air was held, 

millions of Scouts have become 

acquainted through this event. 

 

With assistance from ARRL HQ 

staff members, Education and 

Technology Program Coordinator 

Mark Spencer, WA8SME, will 

operate Maxim Memorial Station 

W1AW on Saturday, October 16, 

for JOTA. "This year the focus will 

be on achieving the radio merit 

badge," he noted. Spencer has set 

up a program that should allow 

Scouts participating at W1AW to 

walk away from the JOTA       

experience with the merit badge, 

"with some preparation and a little 

homework on the Scout's part," he 

added. 

 

ARRL staffer Larry Wolfgang, 

WR1B--a veteran Scout leader--will 

be setting up a station at the    

Mohegan District Fall Camporee at 

Waterford Beach in Connecticut. 

"We will be operating WA1BSA," 

Wolfgang said, adding that he's 

expecting some 400 to 500 Scouts 

to turn out for the campout. 

 

The ARRL New Hampshire 

Section, the New Hampshire 

Amateur Radio Service Club 

(WB1BSA) and the Lawrence L. 

Lee Scouting Museum have 

announced that the Max I. Sil-

ber Memorial Station will be on 

the air during JOTA 2004 using 

special event call sign N1S--

primarily using SSB and SSTV 

on 20 and 40 meters. 

 

If you hear any participating 

JOTA stations on the air, be 

sure to make a contact--and 

don't forget to QSL. There's 

more information about JOTA 

on the Web http://

www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/

jota.html. 
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The WECAGRAM is the official newsletter 

of the Westchester Emergency Communica-

tions Association, Inc., a Special Service Club 

affiliated with the ARRL, ARES, the West-

chester County Office of Disaster and Emer-

gency Services, RACES, and the American 

Red Cross, and is a member of the Westchester 

County Emergency Medical Services Council. 

 Any questions, comments, items for Swap and 

Shop, commercial advertising, suggestions, 

contributions and letters for inclusion should 

be sent to the editor at wecagram@weca.org or 

via postal mail at 45 Hamilton Road, Chap-

paqua, NY  10514. Submissions via e-mail to 

wecagram@weca.org would be greatly appreci-

ated. Submissions may be edited for style and 

space. 

The deadline for inclusion in the newsletter is 

the third Monday of the preceding month. 

Timely publication relies on prompt 
submissions. 

 All submissions are expressly the opinion of 

the authors, and do not necessarily reflect the 

official position of WECA, its officers, direc-

tors or the editor. 

 Copyright © 2004 Westchester Emergency 

Communications Association, Inc.  
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Serving the Public through Amateur Radio and Serving Amateurs since 1972 

The WECAGRAM may be quoted 

without prior permission, provided 

proper credit is given to WECA, the 

WECAGRAM and the author of 

the quoted article. WECA would 

appreciate receiving a copy of all 

publications that include quotes 

from the WECAGRAM. 

 WECA wishes to exchange newslet-

ters with other clubs. All clubs 

wishing to receive the            

WECAGRAM in exchange for 

copies of their publications should 

contact the editor. 

WECA gladly accepts donations of 

equipment in new or used condition 

(e.g. from estates). Please contact 

WECA by e-mail, postal mail or 

telephone for further information. 

 WECA operates the following 

repeaters under call sign 

WB2ZII/R. All repeaters use PL 

2A (114.8 Hz). 

147.060(+), 224.400(-) and  

447.475(-) MHz 

President  Lyle Anderson K2LCA 

Executive VP Russ Stevenson N2AMP 

General Counsel Michael Weitzner N2EJI 

Treasurer Andy Farber N4OOX 

Secretary Milt Galamison KC2GWK 

Trustee Paul Vydareny WB2VUK 

Director- at-Large  Stan Rothman WA2NRV 

Digital Modes Rich Benda WB2QJA 

Public Service Robert Kantor N2TSE 

Membership Ron Devenuti N2TJE 

Publicity Ann Rodier KC2MMF 

Newsletter Michael E. Legatt KB2PMD 

Education Ed Granato WA2JXI 

Emergency Services Tom Raffaelli WB2NHC 

Engineering Robert Wilson N2DVQ 

Social Activities Jim Faulkner N2WQG 

Information 

Technology 

Peter Johnson N2TFC 

Repeater      

Operations 

Dwight P. Smith N2FMC 

County Liaison Liam Murphy KC2MFG 

President Emeritus Bob Miller KC2FYZ 

Officers and Directors 2004-2005 

Editor: 
Michael E. Legatt, KB2PMD 
KB2PMD@weca.org 


