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Public Service 
Events: 

• Blythedale Children’s 
Hospital Santa Claus—
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17th, starting at 
6PM 
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Did You Know WECA Has a Web Site? 

Time is Running Out…. 
At the end of December the 
new membership roster for 
the 2003-2004 year will be 
prepared.  In order to meet 
this goal, the deadline for 
renewals to be included in the 
roster is set for December 15, 
2003.   

Those who do not renew by 
this date will no longer be 
included in the roster and 
their call signs will be re-
moved from the WECA data-
base and email reflector.   

Please send your renewal in 

In 1996 WECA entered “The 
Internet Age” with the crea-
tion of weca.org. Our purpose 
is to share the interests of our 
Ham Radio hobby and pub-
lish information about the 
public service events we par-
ticipate in along with the 
Ham Radio community in 
general. 

What kind of traffic “views” 
the WECA site? For the 
month of November 2003, 
2,475 people visited the 
WECA.org site downloading 
about 10,130 pages of infor-
mation. The busiest day was 

November 17th. The busiest 
times on the site are between 
10 am and 11 am and most 
visitors come to the page on 
Mondays. Aside from USA 
visitors, the Dutch, then Cana-
dians and finally Japanese visi-
tors are most likely to visit 
weca.org. About 85% of the 
“hits” are for less than 30 sec-
onds although some “hits” are 
up to an hour. The busiest 
page is the main page, fol-
lowed by the National 
Weather Service pages. 92% of 
all visitors use Windows prod-
ucts and 87% use Microsoft 
Internet Explorer to view our 

site. Many times the WECA 
site is linked from another 
source, our busiest link source 
is from Aerospace Academy, 
although some people come to 
weca.org looking for WIFI 
(802.11) wireless network in-
formation. 

So please visit weca.org, even if 
it is just to change your email 
address or tell the webmaster 
(N2TFC) your thoughts about 
the site’s content! 

73’s 

Peter, N2TFC 

today.  We all WANT you to 
stay a member so that we will 
not miss you!  This is a once a 
year event so don’t be left out.  
RENEW NOW 

Thanks     

Ron - N2TJE, Membership 

We’re on the web! 

www.weca.org 

Keep Your E-Mail 
Address Current 

Peter Johnson, N2TFC, our 
WECA Webmaster reported a 
failure to deliver (bounce back) 
to the following WECA mem-
ber e-mail addresses: 

KB2JKS, KB2VBN, KB2YTX, 
KG2KO, N2CXG, N2JXN, 
WA2MSD, WA2ZIZ, 
WG1HM 

Please check that your correct 
e-mail address in on the 
WECA database.  Changes 
can be sent anytime to mem-
bership@weca.org. 

ARRL Official 2003 Field 
Day results - WECA in 
11th place in "6A" sec-
tion (6 transmitters) with 
2,894 points ! 



 

Wow!  October and November  

were quite some months.  Indian 

Point drills, a bunch of public 

service events, Jamboree on the 

Air, all wrapped up with the New 

York City Marathon!   Of course 

in November and December, we 

look forward to the Mamaroneck 

Turkey Trot and our annual holi-

day event at Blythedale.  Speaking 

of Blythedale, I hope you all con-

tribute to helping these children 

out by donating a few dollars and 

participating.  Send your checks 

to Andy, N4OOX. 

 At the past two member meet-

ings, we’ve heard from Frank 

Fallon and Steve Mendelsohn, 

both of whom are candidates for 

the ARRL Hudson Division Di-

rector.  It turns out, in the only 

contested election, that Frank 

won and will be our director for 

the next three years. 

 I wanted to thank everyone for 

participating in the New York 

City Marathon.  We had about 25 

WECA volunteers manning the 

Family Reunion Area, serving as 

mile captains and shadows for the 

NYC Road Runners Club offi-

cials.  Alan, N2YGK successfully 

used APRS to track the lead and 

trailing vehicles so we could see at 

where the front and end of the 

race was at any point.  Personally, 

it was my first marathon and I was 

overwhelmed with the coordina-

tion and critical role we, and all 

the other, hams played in running 

the Marathon. 

 On another front, Jeffrey, 

K2MIT, has done an excellent job 

running the Technician’s training 

course.  We have ten attendees 

eight of whom  passed their test 

this month! 

 Dennis, KB2ISO has resurrected 

the ARES/RACES training net.  

The first session was a great suc-

cess.  Look for it at 8:30PM on 

the first Thursday of each month.  

 We will also bring Amateur Ra-

dio Newsline back to the repeater 

From the President…  

Help! 

They need some 

hams! 

Not just any hams, 

but us! 

Please participate in 

at least one public 

service event in 2004! 
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in December.  Look for announce-

ments on the repeater to find out 

when it starts.  We’ll air it at 7PM 

on Fridays, with a second airing at 

4PM on Sundays.  

 Last, please come to a meeting.  

Russ, N2AMP has put together an 

excellent speaker program that 

covers the breadth of amateur 

radio.  Meetings are on the second 

Monday of each month at the 

Westchester County Center.  See 

you there! 

73s, 

Lyle, K2LCA 

Mounting Antennas at Field 
Day 2002 

From our Director at Large…  

Baby, it’s cold out side. Of course 
you can warm up by participating 
with Robert N2TSE and WECA 
during public service events such 
as the NYC Marathon and the 
Mamaroneck Turkey Trot. 

If you want to “ get involved “ but 
need a radio to participate or try 
something new, remember the 
WA2NRV loan closet has some 
equipment available for short 
term loans. We also have the 
WECA “ Elmer “ program avail-
able. This is a program to provide 
a fellow ham to assist you with 

problems or help you learn about 
a new aspect of our hobby. We 
hope you all had a happy thanks-
giving! 

 73 

 Stan WA2NRV  

Short Takes 

• Tom, WB2NHC will be 
teaching a new technicians 
class at the Red Cross starting 
in late January.   

• WECA has two new APRS 
tracker kits donated by one of 
the members.  We’ll use this 
for vehicle tracking at public 
service events and for emer-
gencies. 

• Congratulations to Michael, 
KB2PMD and Caroline who 
got married in November! 

• VE tests will be scheduled 
monthly (versus every other 
month) starting in December.  
See www.weca.org/
exams.html for more informa-
tion. 

• Jeff, K2MIT, will be hosting a 
“new Hams night” monthly at 
the Red Cross. 

• The Board approved the 
2004 WECA budget and will 
present it to the membership 
for approval at the December 
meeting. 
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Mark your calen-
dars! 

Next member meet-
ing—Monday, De-
cember  8th at the 
Westchester 
County Center, 
7:00PM.   The De-
cember meeting 
will be dedicated to 
Emergency Commu-
nications. 

 

The social half hour 
starts at 7:00PM 
and the presenta-
tions begin at 
7:30PM. 

See you there! 

December Board 
meeting December 22 

at 8 PM Red Cross 
(Note the change in 

location!) 

Twenty WECA members helped 
the Mararoneck Parks Depart-
ment with their Turkey Trot on 
November 23rd. 

Thanks to N2AMP, N2WQG, 
N2CAV, N2FMC, N2OLU, 
N2TFC, N2TSE, WB2NHC, 
WA2NRV, KC2ESU, KC2CLZ, 
KC2COQ, KC2GYP, KB2LLV, 

WECA Assists at the Mamaroneck Turkey Trot 

KA2BRH, KG4BFV, K2LCA, 
K2DFJ, W2JLB, and N4OOX.  
And congratulations to Andy, 
N4OOX who did an excellent job 
as net control! 

The next event is the Blythedale 
kids and Santa on the air by about 
6:45 PM on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17th.  If you can’t make it, 

Eastchester, NY Shows it’s Prepared 
for an Emergency with WECA! 

“The volunteer amateur radio 
operators that make up the West-
chester Emergency Communica-
tions Association displayed their 
sophisticated gadgets, designed to 
keep open the lines of communi-
cation among emergency officials 
during an emergency. During this 
past summer's blackout, and on 
Sept. 11 — two events that ren-
dered land-line and cell phone 
systems nearly useless — the volun-

teer radio operators were the ears 
of county officials, Red Cross 
workers, and other Westchester 
units, said Tom Raffaelli / 
WB2NHC, the emergency services 
director for WECA. About 135 
members of the group, each armed 
with hand-held radios and back-
pack communication devices, have 
agreed to come out when called, 
Raffaelli said.” - From The Journal 
News—November 16th, 2003. KC2MEW COX, JOHN 

KC2MEX LADEW, 
ANDREW W 

KC2MEY KHAN, SA-

KC2MEZ Lido, Craig 

KC2MFA Volk, Mi-

KC2MFB Janoff, Mi-
chael A 

KC2MFC Anderson, 
Javier R 

KC2MFD Baric, 

KC2MFE Cook, Jen-

KC2MFF Rodier, Ann 
M 

KC2MFG Murphy, 

KC2MFM Rowe, 

Welcome the 
New Hams! 

Tom Raffaelli, left, emergency services director for the Westchester 
Emergency Communication Association, talks about mobile radios with 

Frank Mignardi of Eastchester at the Eastchester Citizen's Corps learning 
event for residents to learn basic emergency skills at Eastchester Town 

Hall on Nov. 15, 2003. 
( Rohanna Mertens for The Journal News ) 

please listen on 147.06—you’ll 
enjoy it. 

We have some exciting new 
events in the works for 2004, so 
stay tune for more information. 

Happy New Year to all!!! 

Robert, N2TSE 



 

P. O. Box 831 
Sleepy Hollow, New York 
10591-0831 

Phone: 914-741-6606 
Email: wecagram@weca.org 
http://www.weca.org 

The WECAGRAM is the official newslet-

ter of the Westchester Emergency Com-

munications Association, Inc., a Special 

Service Club affiliated with the ARRL, 

ARES, the Westchester County Office of 

Disaster and Emergency Services, 

RACES, and the American Red Cross, 

and is a member of the Westchester 

County Emergency Medical Services 

Council. 

 Any questions, comments, items for 

Swap and Shop, commercial advertising, 

suggestions, contributions and letters for 

inclusion should be sent to the editor at 

wecagram@weca.org. Submissions via e-

mail to wecagram@weca.org would be 

greatly appreciated. Submissions may be 

edited for style and space. 

 The deadline for inclusion in the news-

letter is the third Monday of the preced-

ing month. Timely publication relies on 

prompt submissions. 

 All submissions are expressly the opinion 

of the authors, and do not necessarily 

reflect the official position of WECA, its 

officers, directors or the editor. 

 Copyright © 2002 Westchester Emer-

gency Communications Association, Inc. 
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Serving the Public through Amateur Radio and Serving Amateurs since 1972 

The WECAGRAM may be quoted 

without prior permission, provided 

proper credit is given to WECA, the 

WECAGRAM and the author of the 

quoted article. WECA would appreciate 

receiving a copy of all publications that 

include quotes from the WECAGRAM. 

 WECA wishes to exchange newsletters 

with other clubs. All clubs wishing to 

receive the WECAGRAM in exchange 

for copies of their publications should 

contact the editor. 

WECA gladly accepts donations of 

equipment in new or used condition 

(e.g. from estates). Please contact WECA 

by e-mail, postal mail or telephone for 

further information. 

 WECA operates the following repeaters 

under call sign WB2ZII/R. All repeaters 

use PL 2A (114.8 Hz). 

147.060(+), 224.400(-) and  

447.475(-) MHz 
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Michael 
Weitzner 
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Treasurer Andy Farber N4OOX 
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Stan Rothman WA2NRV 

Digital Modes Rich Benda WB2QJA 

Public Service Robert Kantor N2TSE 

Membership Ron Devenuti N2TJE 
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Efrem Acosta W2CZ 

Newsletter Michael Legatt KB2PMD 
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Tom Raffaelli WB2NHC 

Engineering Robert Wilson N2DVQ 
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Operations 

Dwight P. Smith N2FMC 

Activities Jim Faulkner N2WQG 
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Liaison 

Liam Murphy KC2MFG 
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Technology 

Peter Johnson N2TSE 

President 
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Bob Muller KC2FYZ 

Officers and Directors 2003-4 

Editor: 
Michael E. Legatt, KB2PMD 
KB2PMD@weca.org 

 

from The ARRL Letter, Vol 22, 
No 46  

 
In an ARRL election battle that 
pitted director against vice direc-
tor, Frank Fallon, N2FF, pre-
vailed to retain his seat as Direc-
tor of the League's Hudson Divi-
sion. He beat back a challenge 
from his Vice Director Steve 
Mendelsohn, W2ML, 1933 to 
1470. Ballots were counted No-
vember 21 at ARRL Headquar-
ters. The Hudson Division's was 
the sole contested seat in the 
current director/vice director 
election cycle. For his nearly 500-
vote margin Fallon, who's re-
tired, credits his ability to devote 
full time to ARRL as well as to 
Hudson Division members' ap-
parent appreciation for what he's 
been able to accomplish. 

"That's what made the differ-
ence," Fallon said. "I'm real 
happy with the way the vote 
turned out." He said work al-
ready is under way to secure 
Amateur Radio antenna bills in 
New York and New Jersey. Parts 
of both states fall within the 
Hudson Division. 

A resident of East Williston, 
New York, Fallon has served as 
director since 1997. A former 
high school English teacher and 
a ham for 41 years, Fallon is an 
ARRL Life Member. 

During his tenure as Hudson 
Division Director, he's been a 
member of all standing commit-
tees and now sits on the Ad-
ministration and Finance Com-
mittee, which oversees the 
League's programs and budget. 

In addition, Fallon has served 
on the ARRL Executive Com-
mittee for four years and is on 
the ARRL Foundation Board. 

The election result leaves Men-
delsohn--a veteran ARRL office-
holder who once served as 
Hudson Division Director and 
as ARRL First Vice President--
again without a League leader-
ship role. Joyce Birmingham, 
KA2ANF, was the lone candi-
date for the vice director's seat 
that Mendelsohn vacated to 
run for the division's top spot. 

Incumbents running unop-
posed and declared elected are: 
Director Dick Isely, W9GIG, 
and Vice Director Howard 
Huntington, K9KM, in the 
Central Division; Director Tom 
Frenaye, K1KI, and Vice Direc-

tor Mike Raisbeck, K1TWF, in 
the New England Division; Direc-
tor Greg Milnes, W7OZ, and Vice 
Director Jim Fenstermaker, K9JF, 
in the Northwestern Division; and 
Director Dennis Bodson, 
W4PWF, and Vice Director Les 
Shattuck, K4NK, in the Roanoke 
Division. 

Three-year terms of office for 
successful director and vice direc-
tor candidates begin at noon on 
January 1. 

Source: 
The ARRL Letter Vol. 22, No. 46 
November 21, 2003 

Fallon Retains Hudson Division Directorship 
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