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Itis been a while since léve
been in touch so I thought
Iid jot down a few items of
interest.

RACES in the news:

On March 26th, Westches-
ter County held a town
meeting on Operation
Safeguard at the County
Center. Cablevision News12
Westchester carried it live
and repeated it several
times. County Executive
Andrew Spano began the
two-hour long meeting by
brieyy introducing each of
his relevant commissioners
(or their deputies) and their
involvement in emergency
preparedness planning
for terrorism, etc. Depart-
ments represented were
Westchester County police
(bomb squad, SWAT, etc.),
Transportation (airport and
buses), Emergency Services
(bre, EMS, OEM, 60-Con-
trol), Information Technol-
ogy (communications, etc.),
and Health (bioterrorism).
Following these introduc-
tions, CE Spano specipcally
highlighted two very im-
portant community-based
organizations (of many)
that are key to Operation
Safeguard: the Red Cross
(mass care, sheltering, re-
sponse to big pres like those
in Yonkers) and RACES
who he described as, 0those
ham radio operators ...

The WECAgram

Westchester County ARES/RACES news

When 9/11 happened they
were one of the few people
who could communicate
back and forth with other
ham radio operators and
get information back and
forth.6 Those watching the
meeting on TV saw Robert,
N2TSE, in his usual seat in
the second row, wearing his
WECA Emergency Commu-
nications jacket. He wasnit
passing around a public ser-
vice event signup clipboard
though!

The roster and 6RAC-
ES unit recordso:

live been very late mailing
out a new roster. No excuse
other than it is a pain in the
neck to photocopy and stuff
envelopes -- not to mention
expensive (113 stamps, en-
velopes, etc.). live recently
mailed out new rosters to 6
new members (some are not
so new, but live not gotten
around to sending a roster
since theyive joined).

Several people have asked
and 1id like to begin distrib-
uting the roster by email as
a PDF attachment (as well
as a CSV ble to use with ex-
cel, etc.) If you are interest-
ed in receiving the roster by
email instead of snail-mail,
please send me an email.
Please make sure when you
receive your roster to make

several copies of it and
continued on Page 2

0...I want to say something

about these community-based
organizations. We have two | want
to point out right now. We have

a number of others but just two.
The Red Cross is a signipcant
player in all the activities that we
do. You saw on a scale about a
week ago when we had the major
pres in Yonkers, the Red Cross
played a signipcant role in that in
making sure that the people were
taken care of when they came out
of those homes, were placed in the
right place, got the medicines that
they were supposed to get, so on
and so forth. Also in emergency
situations that deal with terrorism
and other things they have a role
to play with us.

0AnNd then we have another group
called RACES. Those are those
ham radio operators -- they also
participate with us. In our bunker
-- the bunker that we have where
we do our emergency planning
and we deal with emergencies

-- they are there with us. When
9/11 happened they were one

of the few people who could
communicate back and forth with
other ham radio operators and get
information back and forth.6

-- Westchester County Executive
Andrew Spano, March 26th, 2003.
Operation Safeguard Town
Meeting, Westchester County
Center, White Plains, NY.

As seen on Cablevision News12
Westchester.

See the video at http:
[Iwww.westchestergov.com/
currentnews/2003pr/meeting.htm
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Mark your
calendars!

June meeting,
June 9th, Field
Day and Elec-

tions!

Alan and team at work on the
FieldComm van

Tom working away at the
radios!

From the President...

Once again all the training
we do during the Public
Service events and our own
preparedness paid off at the
end of March when WECA
was called upon twice in
one week to support the
Red Cross at two major
bres. Thanks to all who vol-
unteered and came out to
support the effort. It is for
events such as these that we
should take the time to pre-
pare our 0go6 Kits and keep
our emergency communica-
tions skills well honed.

Remember that the South-
ern District Net, which is
held nightly at 9:30 PM
on the repeater, is the best
way to learn and practice
trafpc handling skills. You
donft have to be an expe-
rienced trafbc handler to
participate. If you want
to try your hand at send-
ing or receiving trafpc and
have never done it before,
just let the Net Controller
know that this is your prst
try. Every one of them will
assist you and show you
how. Also, the ARRL has
some very good reference
material in some of their
publications that explains
the trafpc-handling format.
Send a message or greeting
to a friend or family mem-
ber, whether they are near
or far, they will love hearing
from you.

It is with much regret that |
have decided not to run for
ofpce again this year. My
work and travel schedule
has made it very difpcult to
attend to the duties of the
President and to make it to

the meetings. | do not think
it is fair to the organization
and to you the membership
to be an absentee President.
I have thoroughly enjoyed
the time | have spent in
ofbce and wish to thank the
membership, and especially
the Board, for the support
you have given me in the
past year. | look forward to
continuing to be an active
member in WECA.

Please note that the May
Board meeting will be held
on Monday May 19th at
the Fire Training Center in
Valhalla. The meeting is be-
ing held a week early due to
the Memorial Day Holiday.
All members are welcome
at the meeting, which starts
promptly at 8:00 PM. If you
cannot attend and want to
have a question or concern
brought before the board,
Stan, WA2NRYV, is your
member-at-large and, as
such, will bring those items
to the meeting.

See you at the General
Membership Meeting on
the 12th. Donit forget,
wefve got a great door prize
for the May meeting. A
Yaesu HT radio that was
anonymously donated will
be given away. This is the
prize that was supposed to
be given away at the April
meeting which was can-
celled do to weather.

7308
Bob, KC2FYZ

continued from Page 1
squirrel them away in your
car glove box, briefcase,
kitchen junk drawer and
so on!

While youire sending me
that email, please include
any information about
recent relevant training
youive had. For example,

I know many of you have
taken one or more of the
ARRL CCE, FEMA Emer-
gency Management Insti-
tute, American Red Cross,
Westchester County OEM
Radiological Emergency
Plan or other courses. If
youive completed a course
within the last couple of
years, please let me know
so | can add it to the ble.

I have been updating our
ORACES unit recordso to
track all training and event
participation. This data
gives me, and our served
agency heads, some indica-
tion of levels of training
and active participation
in ARES/RACES (not to
mention complying with
FEMA recommendations
for RACES). | can mail you
my current participation
records for you (and intend
to include this list in the
next ore-upo6 mailing).

As many of you are aware,
production of the RACES
photo ID card was sus-
pended in 2001. | have
been meeting with Deputy
Commissioner Anthony
Sutton and his staff on sev-
eral RACES issues and this
one will be resolved soon.
Meanwhile, rest assured
that in a oreal emergencyd
the fact that you are on the
ARES/RACES roster is
sufpcient to indicate your

continued on Page 4







