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Next Meeting

The next WECA meeting will be on Monday, February 8th, 1999 at the
Westchester County Center in White Plains, beginning at 7:30pm with a social
half hour followed by the main presentation at 8pm.

The main speaker isMr. Simons. He is amechanical engineer, member of the
SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) and holds numerous U.S. patents on
VHF/UHF antennas and in the automotive field.

Mr. Simons was originally licensed in the 1930s and formerly held the call sign
W1HVK, which he received in Feb. 1940.

He will speak on the advantages of the log periodic array (beam antenna)
design for amateur use over more traditional unidirectional designs which are
typically less broad banded.

Let's Show Some Courtesy To Our
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Guest Speakers...

One of the highlights of our monthly membership meetings are the guest
speakers who volunteer their time and effort to promote goodwill among hams
and educate usin the process. However, having a seat at the front of the room
during these presentations, I'm often disturbed by the amount of talking which
goes on in the audience while one of our guests has the podium. In many cases
these speakers have traveled a great distance, during aworkday, in order to
address us; and are gracious enough to ignore the distractions coming from the
audience. However, | find the lack of courtesy downright rude, and oftentimes
embarrassing.

Let'stry to keep our comments for the Q& A period or the end of the meeting,
and show these folks the respect they deserve. We'd al expect the same if it
were us up there.

Thanks,
Ken, N20OBY

From the Editor

On a personal note, I'd like to inform the membership that as part of a
restructuring / downsizing at the company |'ve worked for over the last 12 years,
| am no longer employed with them. With every ending, is a new beginning, and
in thisuncertain time | look forward to the many opportunities that are available
to mein the near future.

During thistransition into a new job or career, | will try to keep this newsletter
coming out on atimely basis.
| just ask that you submit all articlesin atimely manner. Also | no longer have
the available equipment to scan photos, so for the time being I will not include
any photos in the newsletter.

With that, its on to the news...
Y our Editor, Will N2UXJ

(Since publication of the newsletter, | have been able to find work. | thank every
one for there kind words during this time. Thanks)

Public Service
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By Robert Kantor, N2TSE

Mark your calendar for these up-coming events;

April 18,
Multiple Sclerosis Walkathon at Rye Playland.

April 25,
March of Dimes Walkathon at Mt. Kisco

June 13,
American Diabetes Association Bike Tour at SUNY Purchase

Please watch this space in the future for details.
NOTE:

The NY Philharmonic Concert at WCC is tentatively scheduled for Saturday,
July 24, 1999.

December Board Meeting

By Kenneth F. Gross, N2OBY

On 12/28/98 at 8:20 p.m.the meeting was called to order by Joe Brown,
KB2NBN

Committee Reports:

WECAFEST - Tom Raffaelli, WB2NHC: reported that WECAFEST '99 will be
held 3/21/99 at Y onkers Raceway .

Directors Reports:

Education - Darlana Mayo, N2DB: Announced only two confirmed attendees for
the "No-Code" license class scheduled for January. Asaminimum of five
participants is necessary, the class will be postponed until a future date.

Membership - Peter Johnson, N2TFC: Will be sending "Thank You" letters to
those who donated to the Blythedale fund.

http://www.weca.org/wecagram/9902/welcome.html (3 of 13) [3/7/03 10:55:40 AM]



Wecagram Volume 23, Issue 2 February 1999

Public Service - Robert Kantor, N2TSE: Reported up comining events (see page
2)

WECAFEST/Socia - Tom Raffaglli, WB2NHC: Reported that Field Day 1999
will be held June 26th & 27th at Harbor Island Park in Mamaroneck.

The two annual BSA events, which WECA has traditionally supported, will be
coming up again this Spring. Tom islooking for volunteers to create static
presentations, which can be displayed at the site. See him for details.

Engineering: Dwight Smith, N2FMC, reported that Bob Wilson, N2DVQ, has
been "tweaking" the repeater to optimize the incorporation of the APRS
equipment. He also reported that Bob has recently purchased 4 new receiversto
upgrade existing equipment.

Other Business:

Ken Gross, N20BY, raised the issue of the hats, which were ordered last year
and not yet delivered. Based upon WB2NHC's earlier reports that the specified
logo was unreadable. The order will be modified to specify blue caps with
WECA embroidered on the front, with the individuals callsign embroidered on
the back. Tom will contact the supplier regarding this change.

Stan Rothman, WA2NRV, suggested that WECA hold a non-radio-oriented
picnic to encourage participation by non-ham family members. The ideawas
well received. A committee composed of WA2NRV, N2FMC & WB2NHC was
appointed to organize the event.

10:07 p.m. - Motion to adjourn by Ken, N20OBY. 2nd by Dwight, N2FMC.

January Member Meeting

By Kenneth F. Gross, N2OBY

On 1/11/99 at 8:09 p.m.the meeting was called to order by Joe Brown, KB2NBN
Guest Speaker - (Introduced by Vice-President - Dave Weiss, N20GK)
Pete Cerece, N2Y JZ (n2yjz@ulster.net): ENY Section Manager, Pete gave a

presentation on Traffic Handling. His presentation included a handout and
covered the history, structure and techniques of NTS traffic handling.
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Directors Reports -

WECAFEST/Socia - Tom Raffadlli, WB2NHC: Reminded the membership
that WECAFEST '99 will be held on 3/21(Y onkers Raceway)

50/50 - Won by Dana, KC2CL Z ($23.00)

Door Prizes - Winners: N2TFC, N1TKS, N2MEF, WB2NHC, N2Y GN, and
N2YJZ.

9:27 p.m. - Motion to adjourn by Ken, N20OBY. 2nd by Dave, N20OGK.

Hudson Happenings

By Shirley Dahlgren, N2SKP

OTHER AREA MEETINGS:

WARA (Westchester Amateur Radio Association) Weds Feb 3 (1st Weds), 8:00
pm at the Red Cross, White Plains

YARC (Yonkers Amateur Radio Club) Sun Feb 14 (2nd Sunday), 10:30 am at
the 1st Police Precinct, E Grassy Sprain Rd. between Jackson Ave and Tuckahoe
RD. Yonkers. Takin 146.865

MCHUG (Mid Hudson Computer Users Group) Thurs Feb 11, (2nd Thurs) 7pm
at the Best Western, Rt 9, Poughkeepsie. Topic: Microsoft Office 2000 Visit
their Web page: http://www.idsi.net/mhcug/

DACS:. (Danbury Area Computer Society) Tues, Feb 2 (1st Tues), Topic: DISK
JOCKEY'; Danbury Hospital Auditorium; 7pm Q&A, 8pm program: Visit their
Web page: DACS.org.

VE EXAMS

Sun 2/7 Y onkers (YARC) 9am, 1st Precinct, Y onkers Police Station, info AC2V
237-5589

Tues 2/9 Pomona, NY, 7pm Rockland Cty Fire Training Center, Crystal Radio
Club, contact Steve Koeper KF2JA 914 357-0712
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Thurs 2/11 White Plains, WECA, 7pm, contact Sandy Fried N2SF, 285-3029
Sun 2/21 at LIMARC hamfest, 10am walkins allowed

Sun 3/7 Yonkers (YARC) 9am, 1st Precinct, Y onkers Police Station, info AC2V
237-5589

Tues 3/16 Pelham, W5Y 1, 7:30pm, contact Mike Ciferi W2MAC 738-5775

Sat 3/20 Kingston, OMARC, 9:30am, contact Frank N2FS, 382-2103
CONTESTS

Feb 8-12: School Club Roundup
Feb 20-21: ARRL International DX Contest, CW
March 6-7: ARRL International DX Contest, phone

HAMFESTS

Sun Feb 21 LIMARC, Freeport NY
Sun Feb 28 RCARC, Mélville NY
Sun Mar 21 WECAFEST, Y onkers Raceway

COMPUTER SHOWS

Sat Jan 30 White Plains, Westchester County Center 9:30- 4

Sun Feb 14 Poughkeepsie, Casperkill Country Club, 10-3

Sun Feb 14 Middletown, Orange County Fairgrounds, 9:30-3:30
Mon Feb 15 Poughkeepsie, Mid-Hudson Civic Center 9:30 - 4
Sat-Sun Feb 20-21 White Plains, Westchester County Center 9:30- 4
When Does Y our License Expire?

The FCC no longer issues notifications to amateurs just prior to their license

expiration. The FCC had done so for atime, but they ceased doing so in October
1996.

Y ou may renew your license on-line viathe FCC web using FCC Form 900.
This must be at least 120 days before expiration date. If your license has expired,
and itis within the 2year grace period, you cannot use the online form but must
renew with a Form 610 by mail to: FCC, 1270 Fairfield Rd, Gettysburg PA
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17325-7245.
However, if youire an ARRL member, rest easy! Y ouill receive advance
notification with instructions and an FCC Form 610 from ARRL HQ.

Packet radio and TCPIP

available thru the weca digipeater.

By Rich Benda,WB2QJA
TCPIP Subnet Now Available

The final piece of the FLEXNET change in software isin place. After two
months of software changes, WB2Z11-1 TCPIP gateway isfully operational.
This node consists of a 386SX computer running K2MF's gateway software,
MFENQOS, piggy-backed to the FLEXNET computer viaaKISS interface and
null-modem connection. One can access WB2Z11-1 two ways. First by simply
connecting with WB2Z11-9 on 145.09 and then typing "C WB2ZII-1" you are
connected via a standard AX25 connection. Y ou can then use WB2Zl1-1 asa
means to connect to the internet. The second way isto use NOS (Network
Operating System) software at home whereby you utilize WB2Z11-1 asa TCPIP
gateway and then connect to the internet. The limitation of both waysisthe
need to be able to make a RF connection to WB2Z11-9, either directly or via
digipeater. The choice of NOS software isyours. JNOS and TNOS are readily
available for download >From internet sites. If you wish, | can provide you with
acopy of MFNOS. Y ou will need an subnet address (see below). A good
reference book is NOSintro by lan Wade, G3NRW, available through the
ARRL.

Upper Westchester County New Y ork

| P Subnet 44.68.56/23

I P Subnet [44.68.56]/23 is routed by ipwec.ebn.ampr.org [44.68.56.2/
IPWEC:WB2ZI11-1. Current Subnet Address assignments are listed below. They
are coordinated by Richard L Benda, WB2QJA,

18 Vermont Ave., White Plains, NY 10606,

914-946-2120,

AX25 WB2QJA@WB2QJA#ENY .NY.USA.NA

Or:

Robert R Anderson Sr.,

69 Page Drive, Oakland, NJ 07436,

Phone: 201-337-6945,

Packet: AMPRnet, k2bjg@bbs.k2bjg.ampr.org 44.64.10.24 or

AX25, K2ZBIG@WA2SNA.NJUSA.NA.
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Revised 12/20/98
khkkkkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhkhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkkkk,k,k**x
Address Domain name Location Name

44.68.56.0 Not permitted Base address

44.68.56.1 Reserved

44.68.56.2 |IPWEC-GatewayWB2Z11-1

44.68.56.3 Reserved

44.68.56.4 Reserved

44.68.56.5 Reserved

44.68.56.6 Reserved

44.68.56.7 Reserved

44.68.56.8 Reserved

44.68.56.9 Reserved

44.68.56.10 Reserved

44.68.56.11 Reserved

44.68.56.12 Reserved

44.68.56.13 Reserved

44.68.56.14 Reserved

44.68.56.15 Reserved

44.68.56.16 n2ygk.ampr.org Briarvliff, NY Alan
44.68.56.20 wb2gja.ampr.org White Plains, NY Rich
44.68.56.21 bbs.wb2qgja.ampr.org White Plains, NY WB2QJA-4 BBS
44.68.56.24 n2fmc.ampr.org Chappaqua, Ny Dwight
44.68.56.32 k2zm.ampr.org Rye Brook John

Snow Day
By Jason Kaufman, KC2BFX

After waking up at 6:00am and hearing on the radio that there was no school
due to the amount of snow on the ground, | walked over to my Amateur radio
station, tuned up the antenna, and tuned around the band looking for stations
calling CQ. | heard astation N4AULL calling CQ, and | answered hiscall. He
said that he was about 50 miles east of Atlanta, GA and his son's 2nd grade class
was with him. He told me that he brought in a TS-430S and a vertical antennato
his son's school and that he wanted to introduce Amateur radio to the children.
When the

children heard that | was 11 years old their faces “'lit up". They got to ask me
guestions over the radio such as, “"how far have you contacted?’, and ““what is
your favorite food?' and ““what color eyes and hair do you have?'. The children
had afuntimeand so did |. While | was talking, the teacher pointed to amap to

http://www.weca.org/wecagram/9902/welcome.html (8 of 13) [3/7/03 10:55:40 AM]



Wecagram Volume 23, Issue 2 February 1999

show my location. N4ULL thanked me for answering the children's questions
and for making a good impression of Amateur radio. On aregular basis| would
have never been able to make such a contact because | have school, but because
there was so much snow, school was canceled. N4ULL's idea was an excellent
way to make children aware of amateur radio and to inspire them to become
hams.

Fix for Weatheradio

By Robert G. Schaffrath, N2JTX

Hi! | wanted to report a problem that | had recently (actually still being
resolved) with my Radio Shack 7-Channel Weatheradio/A with NWR-SAME
decoding (model 12-249). Several of us WECA members have themin
conjunction with Skywarn and | believe N2Y GK wrote the review on it in one of

last years WECAGRAMS.

Several weeks ago it was failing to go off during the weekly Weather Service
tests on KWO-35 between 11:00AM - 12:00 Noon and was displaying "CHECK
OP" onits LCD display. Further testing revealed it would not decode any alert
transmissions even though the radio reception was working fine. | ordered a
copy of the service manual from Radio Shack National Parts (part number
11904521 via 1-800-843-7422) and, after doing some testing, discovered that the
radios SAME decoder was slightly out of alignment. The radio had been on
amost continuously since February 1998 and | thought there was probably some
slight change in some of the component tolerances. A dlight nudge to variable
resistor "R2" per the alignment instructions fixed the problem. However, several
days later the problem reappeared. | popped the radio open again and tried
adjusting the resistor again. However, thistime | tried turning, rather than
nudging, the little knob and it appeared to be very stiff. | applied alittle pressure
and the plastic knob on the pot broke off! It was then that | discovered the
resistor was defective. The wiper was loose and was not making good contact. |
have been able to order areplacement for $1.99 from Radio Shack National

Parts and will be installing it as soon asiit arrives. | was able to do a makeshift
fix on the old one until the new part arrives and the radio is working.

| would advise al WECA members with these radios to keep an eye on the LCD
display to make sure it does not go into "CHECK OP". It will go into "CHECK
OP" if it has been on for one week continuously and does not receive a SAME
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transmission. This can be due to poor reception, no SAME transmissions from
the Weather Service or a circuit problem. Occassionally, the Weather Service
will not broadcast atest if thereis a possibility of threatening weather during the
Wednesday test. However, if it says"CHECK OP" for more than two weeks,
there might be a problem with the decoder. Y ou should note that if you turn the
radio off and back on again, the radio is reset and restarts the day counter which
defeatsthe "CHECK OP" functionality. If "CHECK OP" was being displayed it
will go away when you turn the radio off and back on but thiswill not fix any
problems. If thereisaproblem, "CHECK OP" will again appear one week later.

73,
Robert, N2JT X

Robert G. Schaffrath, N2JTX (RGS71)
+1.516.759.4313
mailto:rschaffrath@acm.org

http://tonto.netsurftech.com/rgs

WI1AW practice & bulletin schedule
*** From ARRL Bulletin 103 (ARLB103)

December 4. Effective January 2, 1999, the W1AW code practice and bulletin
scheduleis changed. What follows is the complete schedule of times (in Eastern
Time) and modes:

Time (ET) Mode Days

9 AM CW Slow Wednesday, Friday

9 AM CW Fast Tuesday, Thursday

4 PM CW Fast- Monday, Wednesday, Friday

4 PM CW Slow Tuesday, Thursday

5PM CW Bulletin Daily

6 PM Digital Bulletin Daily

7 PM CW Slow-Monday, Wednesday, Friday

7 PM CW Fast Tuesday, Thursday

8 PM CW Bulletin Daily

9 PM Digital Bulletin Daily

9:45 PM Voice Bulletin Daily

10 PM CW Fast-Monday, Wednesday, Friday

10 PM CW Slow Tuesday, Thursday

11 PM CW Bulletin Daily
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Visitor Operating Hours are 10 AM to 4 PM ET, Monday through Friday.
Frequencies (MHz)

CW: = 1.818, 3.5815, 7.0475, 14.0475, 18.0975, 21.0675, 28.0675, 147.555
DIGITAL: = 3.625, 7.095, 14.095, 18.1025, 21.095, 28.095, 147.555
VOICE: = 1.855, 3.99, 7.29, 14.29, 18.16, 21.39, 28.59, 147.555

CW frequencies include Morse Code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW
bulletins.

CW Slow = Slow Morse Code practice =5, 7.5, 10, 13, 15 WPM

CW Fast = Fast Morse Code practice = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13, 10 WPM

CW Bulletin = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM

Digital Bulletin = BAUDOT (45.45 baud) and AMTOR-FEC (100 Baud).
ASCII (110 Baud) is sent only astime allows.

Inquiries regarding this new schedule may be directed to
WI1AW, 225 Main Street, Newington, CT., 06111, or viae-mail:
wlaw@arrl.org.

Thanks...
By Darlana D. Mayo, N2DB

1998 has come and gone and we are well into 1999. With the Y 2K dooms day
whoopla, perhaps we should all start now preparing and practicing to handle
Y 2K disaster messages. After all, computers which controls the satellites,
telephones, power, etc., etc. will be shutting down.

The above aside I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all of the Net Control
Stations, liaisons, traffic handlers, and net supporters.

| would aso like to thank the WECA technical committee, (Bob N2DVQ, Adam
N2DHH, Dwight N2FMC), for their diligent upkeep of the repeater. The
technical committee always considers SDN when making arrangements or
discussions pertaining to the repeater and it is very very much appreciated.

A single paragraph is not enough to express my thanks to my right and left hand,
and main man Sandro N2TWN. When | was ready to throw in the SDN
Managership, Sandro picked it up and would not let me throw in the towel For
al intensive purposes, Sandro has been the manager of SDN.

Part of my new year's resolution including the above is to incorporate more
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traffic handling training. Secondly, to increase traffic on the net.

All of us should get out our personal address book, open it up and skim through
it. How many "friends' have you not called in, well, it'stoo long to count? Are
you embarrassed? Too embarrassed to call? A simple "Hi, was thinking about
you" radiogram will break the ice.

WECA upcoming events...

Monday, February 8, 7:30 p.m.
Membership meeting.
Featured speaker: Sylvan Simons on log-periodic antenna design.

Monday, February 22, 8:00 p.m.
Board meeting.

Monday, March 8, 7:30 p.m.
M embership meeting.

Sunday, March 21 WECAFEST

Monday, March 22, 8:00 p.m.
Board meeting.

For the most up-to-date schedule of WECA happeings, tune in to the 147.06
repeater during the 7:00 p.m. M-W-F bulletins and to SDN (9:30 p.m. nightly).

Southern District Net

Darlana Mayo, N2DB, Net manager of the Southern District Net, reports
December 1998 SDN stats as follows:

Check-Ins 336
Traffic 129
Passed 124
Time571
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Sessions 31

SWAP & SHOP...

WOINN BROADBANDER WIRE ANTENNA FOR SALE. 160,80 AND 40
METERS. 105 FEET LONG CAN BE CONFIGURED ASINVERTED L OR
INVERTED VEE,GROUND FED. $65.00 CONTACT TONY N1TKSAT 203-
531-1001 OR BY E-MAIL N1ITKS@POL.NET.

THANKS AND 73 Anthony J. Salvate N1TKS
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